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Invitation  to  Host the 1 9
th

 International Conference  

on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering  

 

Chinese Institution of Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering ï China Civil 
Engineering Society (CISMGE-CCES) 

 

 

 

1. INVITATION 

The geotechnical torch from Cambridge in 1936, where took place the 1st 

International Conference of Soil Mechanics and Foundations Engineering has 

already cross the following cities: Rotterdam, Zurich, London, Paris, Montreal, 

Mexico, Moscow, Tokyo, Stockholm, S. Francisco, Rio de Janeiro, New Deli, 

Hamburg, Istanbul, Osaka and Alexandria with a periodicity of four years, and will 

reach Paris the 18th International Conference of Soil Mechanics and 

Geotechnical Engineering on 5-9 September 2013. 

For the occasion of Alexandria Council meeting, 4th October 2009, during the 

selection of venue of 18 th ICSMGE 2013, the President Prof. Pedro Seco e Pinto 

noted that two proposals had been received, one from the French Member 

Society, the other from the Chinese Member Society. He noted that in attempt to 

distribute International Conferences more fairly between Regions the Statutes 

and Bylaws were amended at the Osaka Council Meeting to state that ña Region 

that has recently hosted an International Conference shall refrain from offering to 

host the next two International Conferences unless no acceptable invitation is 

received from the remaining Regionsò. He asked Professor Zuyu Chen, Elected 

Vice President for Asia, if he wanted to address the Council.  

Professor Zuyu Chen confirmed that he spoke on behalf of the Chinese Member 

Society, they understood the situation and would withdraw the bid, this was a 

disappoint to Chinese delegation, which had spent a great deal and effort in 

preparation, nevertheless they recognized they need to abide by the rules and 

would look to being able to host an International Conference in the future.  

The President thanked Chinese Member Society, expressed his sorrow at the 

disappointment and asked Professor Chen to extend his deep regrets to the 

Chinese delegates. 
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Within this framework Chinese Member Society invites the International Society 

for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering and their Member Societies to 

host the 19 th International Conference of Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 

Engineering on September 2017 in Shanghai.   

We believe that this invitation will contribute for the unity and strength of ISSMGE. 

The diversity of all 90 ISSMGE Societies is our great richness and a source of 

inspiration. It is our great challenge, but also a unique opportunity to work 

together. We hope that our invitation will find echo in your ideas and with the 

advice and support of the ninety Societies and the Board Members, we are 

confident to overcome the difficulties working together with enthusiasm to 

organize a successful Conference.  

To all ISSMGE members we express a word of praise and gratitude for your 

contribution, wishing that ISSMGE continue to be a space of scientific interaction, 

sharing of experiences and launching of innovative ideas to open new avenues.  

Following the memorable words of Anatole France: 

ñTo accomplish great things we must not only act, 

But also dream, not only plan, but also believe, 

And the belief in a thing makes it happenò. 

 

CISMGE request you to support this invitation to host the 19th ICSMGE and we 

look forward to welcome you in Shanghai in 2017. 

2. MOTIVATION 

China has a long history in the art of building and civil engineering. The Du Jiang 

Yan Dam (Fig. 1) was built 2000 years ago out of stone and timber to control flood 

and to irrigate fertile farmland nearby. It still functions very well and as very 

beautiful scenery. The Great Wall (Fig. 2) is one of the Eight Wonders in the world, 

which is 6,700-kilometer-long and founded on embankments. There are more 

than 80,000 dams built in China, and many of them were built fifty years ago. 

Chinese engineers have made great achievements in the field of soil mechanics 

and geotechnical engineering due to unceasingly innovation and progress. 
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Fig. 1 Du Jiang Yan Dam                      Fig. 2 Night of Great Wall 

China is now experiencing the greatest development in its history, especially in 

geotechnical scope. The Three Gorges Dam (Fig. 3), completed in 2006, is a 

concrete gravity dam, 2,309 m long and 101 m high. It took 50 years to conduct 

comprehensive research and 13 years to finish the hydropower-complex project. 

It produces clean and renewable energy. The 2008 Olympic games (Fig. 4) and 

the 2010 Shanghai World Expo (Fig. 5) show Chinaôs strong commitment to 

integrate social development, engineering safety and economic benefit. 

  

Fig. 3 Three Gorges Project          Fig. 4 National Stadium for Olympic Games 

   

Fig. 5 Shanghai World Expo Center       Fig. 6 National conference (1199 participants) 
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CISMGE was established in 1957. The spirit of CISMGE is to encourage and 

support members to uphold and advance the integrity, honor and dignity of the 

geotechnical profession by using their knowledge and skill for the enhancement 

of human welfare; by being honest and impartial and serving with fidelity the 

public, their employers and clients; by striving to increase the competence and 

prestige of the profession; and by supporting the professional and technical 

societies of their disciplines. 

CISMGE is the largest and most active society among such societies in existence 

in China. It has never stopped growing from the very outset in terms of its 

memberships. Owing to rapid economic and infrastructure developments in China, 

CISMGE has been played an important role to provide the best geotechnical 

forum for collaborations and exchanges. CISMGE celebrated its 50th anniversary 

in 2007 and held the 11th national conference in 2011 with 1199 participants (Fig. 

6 and Table 1).  

Table 1 History of CISMGE-CCES 

19 53  
Established the Geotechnical Division of Beijing Branch -  China Civil Engineering 
Society  

1957  Established the Chinese institution of Soil Mechanics and foundation Engineering  

1957  Joined the International Society for  Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering  

1962 .12  
The first National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering  
(Tianjin )  

1966 .6  
The Second  National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering  
(Wuhan)  

1978  
Name was changed to t he Chinese institution of Soil Mechan ics and F oundation 

Engineering  ïChina Civil Engineering Society  

1979 .12  
The Third  National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering  
(Hanghzou)  

1983 .12  
The Fourth  National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering  
(Wuhan)  

1987 .11  
The Fifth  National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering  

(Xiamen)  

1988.8  International Conference on the Engineering Problems of Regional Soils  (Beijing )  

1989.4  Sino -Japan Joint Symposium on I mprovement of Weak Ground  

1991 .6  
The Sixth  National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering  
(Shanghai)  

199 4.10  
The Seventh  National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering  
(Xiôan)  
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1998.8  The Second International Conference on Unsaturated Soils (Beijing)  

1999  
Name was changed to Chinese institution of Soil Mechanics and foundation 
Engineering  ïChina Civil Engineering Society  

1999 .10  
The Eighth  National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical  Engineering  
(Nanjing , 350 participants )  

2003. 10  
The Ninth National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical  Engineering  
(Beijing , 520 participants )  

2003. 10  The First Sino -Japanese Geotechnical Symposium (Beijing)  

2005.10  The Second Sino -Japanese Geotechnical Symposium (Shanghai)  

2006.1  
Signed Agreement of Cooperation between CISMGE -CCES and Japanese 
Geotechnical Society  

2007.11  
The Tenth National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical  Engineering  
(Chongqing , 736 participants )  

2007.11  The Third Sino -Japanese Geotechnical Symposium (Chongqing)  

2008.5  
The 2nd International Geotechnical Engineering Symposium on Disaster 

Prevention and Reduction  (Nanjing)  

2008.7  The 10 th  International Symposiu m on Landslides and Engineered Slopes  

2009.3  
Signed Agreement of Cooperation between CISMGE -CCES and Geotechnical 
Institute -ASCE 

2009.3  U.S. -  China Ground Improvement Workshop  (Orlando  U.S.)  

2009.7  
The 3 rd  International Geotechnical Engineering Symposium on Disaster 

Prevention and Reduction  (Ha Er Bin)  

2010.4  The Fourth Sino -Japanese Geotechnical Symposium ( Okinawa , Japan)  

2010.6  GeoShanghai  2010  

2010.10  
International Symposium on Geomechanics and Geotechnics: from Micro to Macro  
(Shanghai)  

2011.3  Geo-Frontiers 2011  (Dallas U.S.)  

2011.8  
The Eleven th National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical  
Engineering  (Lanzhou)  

CISMGE joined the International Society for Soil Mechanics and Foundation 

Engineering in 1957.  Chinese geotechnical profession is increasingly keen to be 

integrated in international society. CISMGE have 205 ISSMGE members in 2009, 

376 members in 2010 and 481 members in 2011. Dr. Zuyu Chen served as the 

Vice President of ISSMGE for Asia from 2009 to 2010.  Many Chinese 

geotechnicians serve in Technical Committees of the International Society. 
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Fig. 7 The 10
th

 Landslides Symposium 2008            Fig. 8 IS-Shanghai 2008 

   

Fig. 9 GeoShanghai 2010                    Fig. 10 IS-Shanghai 2010 

ICSMGE is the supreme level conference in the field of soil mechanics and 

geotechnical engineering in the world. However, it has never landed in China. The 

Chinese geotechnical professionals are willing to taking the 19th ICSMGE as a 

great opportunity to learn from the colleagues from all over the world and to serve 

them with creativity and devotion. A large number of Chinese young professionals 

are looking forward to taking part in this great event, making new friends and 

sharing experiences.  

During the past decades, CISMGE have been actively involved in international 

exchanges and collaborations. Many important international conferences on 

geotechnical engineering have been successfully held in China, such as the 10th 

International Symposium on Landslides and Engineered Slopes (Fig. 7), the 6th 

International Symposium on Geotechnical Aspects of Underground Construction 

in Soft Ground (IS-Shanghai 2008) (Fig. 8), GeoShanghai 2010 (Fig. 9), the 

International Symposium on Geomechanics and Geotechnics: From Micro to 
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Macro (IS-Shanghai 2010) (Fig. 10), and the 2nd International Conference On 

Geotechnical Engineering for Disaster Mitigation and Rehabilitation 

(GEDMAR08). 

The Society publishes one periodical, which is the Chinese Geotechnical 

Engineering Journal. It is a monthly journal which dates back to 1978, and in June 

2012, the series number reached 239.  

3.  ABOUT  SHANGHAI  

Shanghai, an energetic and prosperous city, will be an ideal place to host 19th 

ICSMGE. It is a fantastic destination with the perfect combination of modern and 

traditional features. It sits in the Yangtze River Delta at China's eastern coast 

(Fig.11). The most pleasant season is autumn.   

 

Fig.11 Night Scene in Shanghai 

Tourists from all over the world throng to Shanghai to see its great thriving city life, 

unique attractions, and to savor its blend of Eastern and Western cultures. 

Shanghai has two commercial airports: Pudong International Airport and 

Hongqiao International Airport. Besides it has an extensive public transport 

system, largely based on buses, taxis, and a rapidly expanding metro system. 

Several major cities in the vicinity of Shanghai are conveniently accessible by the 

new high-speed trains, which include: 

Hangzhou, which was the capital of the Southern Song Dynasty, is about 75 

minutes away by train, is China's number one domestic tourist attraction, 

featuring the famous West Lake (Fig.12).  (http://english.inhangzhou.com/) 

http://english.inhangzhou.com/
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Fig.12 The West Lake in Hangzhou              Fig.13 Classical Garden in Suzhou 

Suzhou, a historic town is around half an hour away from Shanghai by train. The 

city has many delicate historic gardens. Due to many canals and bridges, 

Suzhou has been referred to as the "Venice of the East" (Fig.13).  

(http://www.chinatravel.net/china-destinations/suzhou/cityintroduction-2.html)  

The Conference will be held under the support of the Ministry of Education and 

Ministry of Construction of China. CISMGE will abide by all regulations and rules 

specified by ISSMGE. We will be pleased to ensure participants an exciting, 

enjoyable and pleasant stay in Shanghai. 

4.  THEMES OF THE CONFERENCE  

The Theme of the Conference will be INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR 

EMERGING GEOTECHNICAL PROBLEMS: From the Present to the Future. 

The Sub-Themes are: 

- Theme 1 Engineering Behavior of Ground  

- Theme 2 Infrastructures and Transportation 

- Theme 3 Learning trough Case Histories  

- Theme 4 Prevention and Mitigation of Geohazards 

- Theme 5 Safety Evaluation in Geotechnical Engineering 

CISMGE will invite researchers and practitioners in the field of geotechnical 

engineering to submit abstracts on scientific achievements, innovations and 

engineering applications related to the Conference. 

In a world that moves in the direction of the global village it is very important the 

universality of the knowledge and the need for a permanent renewing. It is 
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important to communicate, to share experiences, to compare methodologies and 

to monitor the results. The benefits of an open dialogue between academicians, 

researchers, practitioners, contractors and owners are huge. 

5.  TECHNICAL PROGRAMME  

For definition of Technical Programme the following documents will be respected: 

ñManual for ISSMGE Conferencesò approved by ISSMGE Council in Prague, 24 

August 2003.  

ñGuidelines for the Creation and Operation of Technical Committeesò approved by 

Osaka Council on 11 September 2005  

 Plenary 
Sessions 

Plenary 
Sessions 

Parallel 
Technical 
sessions  

Parallel 
Technical 
sessions 

 

Time  Day 1  Day 2  Day 3  Day 4  Day 5 

9.00-10.00 Opening 
Ceremony 

Heritage 
Lecture  

Theme 1  Theme 3  

10.00-11.00 Terzaghi 
Oration 

Great 
Projects  

Presentations  
and 
Discussions  

Theme 3  

11.00-11.30 Coffee and 
Tea Break 

Coffee and 
Tea Break 

Coffee and 
Tea Break 

Coffee and 
Tea Break 

 

11.30-13.00 SOA 1  

SOA2 

SOA 5  

SOA 6 

Theme 1 Theme 4 Technical 
Visits & Tours  

13.00-14.30  Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch  

14.30-16.00 Academic 
Practitioner 
Forum 

SOA 7  

SOA 8 

Theme 2 Theme 4  

16.00-16.30 Coffee and 
Tea Break 

Coffee and 
Tea Break 

Coffee and 
Tea Break 

Coffee and 
Tea Break 

 

16.30-18.00 SOA 3  

SOA4 

SOA 9  

SOA 10 

Theme 2 Theme 5  

18.00-18.30  Closing for 
Plenary 
Session 

   

18:30-20.00  Welcome 
Reception 

Conference 
Dinner 

Banquet   

 

To follow the Conference developments 3 CAC meetings are programmed.  

In the 1st CAC meeting to be held in 2015 the following items will be discussed  

the titles of main sessions, Terzaghi Oration Lecture, Heritage lecture, 
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Momentous Projects lectures, Technical Committee lectures and 

Practitioner/Academic forum; Preparation of Bulletin No. 1; key dates; exhibition 

and sponsors; publication of proceedings; 6th International Young Geotechnical 

Engineersô Conference; Conference budget;.  

In the 2nd CAC meeting to be held in 2016 the following items will be discussed: (i) 

Analysis of the received abstracts; (ii) Distribution by the Theme Sessions; (iii) 

Members Societies that are missing. Actions to be taken. (iv) Technical 

Committees Sessions; (v) Initiation of the process of selection General Reporters 

and Panelists; (vi) Financial Aspects; (vii) Preparation of Bulletin No. 2; (vii) COC 

meetings ; (viii) 6th International Young Geotechnical Conference. 

In the 3rd CAC meeting to be held in 2017 the following items will be discussed: (i) 

Analysis of the correspondence exchanged with Key Persons. Future actions; (ii) 

Analysis of the current situation of SOA lectures, Terzaghi Oration Lecture and 

Invited Lectures; (iii) Discussion of the process to select Panelists. Letters of 

invitation by COC; (iv) Selection of Chairpersons. Letters of invitation by COC; (v) 

Practitioners/Academia Forum; (vi)  Financial Aspects; (vii) Current situation of 

Bulletin No. 3; (viii) Minutes of COC meetings; (ix) 6th  International Young 

Geotechnical Conference. 

6. TECHNICAL VISITS  

The one day technical tour will include some of the diverse infrastructure in 

Shanghai, such as the Yangtze River Tunnel and Jingôan Underground Power 

Substation for EXPO 2010 Shanghai. Shanghai Yangtze River Tunnel (Fig. 14) is 

Fig.14 Shanghai Yangtze River Tunnel 
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the worldôs largest shield tunnel with external diameter of 15 m. The river-crossing 

tunnel is 7.47 km long, being tunneled at depths of 65m under the river bed. The 

project will further promote the development space for Shanghai and improve the 

structure and layout of Shanghai traffic system. 

Jingôan Underground Power 

Substation (Fig. 15) is an 

affiliated project for World 

EXPO 2010. It is the world's 

largest and most advanced 

underground power substation. 

It has a column structure in 

diameter of 130 m and is 

constructed by top-down 

method. The excavation depth 

reaches 33.5 m. It satisfies 

power requirements for both 

the Expo site and the downtown area. 

7 6
th

 INTERNATIONAL  YOUNG GEOTECHNICAL 

ENGINEERS CONFERENCE  

Related with the International Young Geotechnical Engineers Conferences (1st 

IYGEC was in UK and 2nd IYGEC took place in Romania) after a debate they 

became linked with ICSMGE. The organizing of 3rd IYGEC took place in Osaka in 

2005, the 4th IYGEC took place in Alexandria in 2009 and the 5th IYGEC will take 

place in Paris in 2013. As Bernard Shaw said ñBy the error we reach the truth, but 

we should not abuse of this practiceò. 

 

Fig. 16  Venue and accommodations for the 6
th

 IYGEC  

Fig.15 Jingôan Underground Power Substation 
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8  COMMITTEES  

Conference advisor committee  

Jean Louis Briaud     ISSMGE President and or Elected ISSMGE President 

Neil Taylor            ISSMGE Secretary General  

Elected VP for Asia  

Philippe Mestat        President of Organizing Committee ICSMGE 2013 

Huang, Maosong Chair of Organizing Committee of 19 ICSMGE when selected 

Zhang Jian ïMin        President of CISMGE 

Conference consulting committee  

Chen, Zuyu China 

Kusakabe, Osamu    Japan 

Morgenstern, Norbert  Canada 

Ng, Charles WW      Hong Kong, China 

Pinto, Pedro Sêco e    Portugal 

Conference organizing  committee  

An organizing committee will be established one month after the Conference is 

decided to be hosted by CISMGE. We have assigned Prof. Maosong Huang of 

Tongji University to be Chairman of the Organizing Committee, whose short 

resume is appended. A website will be established in early 2014.  

Chair of the Organizing Committee of 19 ICSMGE when selected 

Huang, Maosong  Vice President of CISMGE, Tongji University  

Senior Advisor of CISMGE 

Gong, Xiaonan        Zhejiang University 

Li, Guangxin          Tsinghua University 

Zhang, Yan            Secretary General of CCES 

President of CISMGE  

Zhang, Jian-Min   Tsinghua University 

Vice President of CISMGE 

Liu, Hanlong Hohai University 
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Shen, Xiaoke Beijing Geotechnical Institute 

Teng, Yanjing China Academy of building Research 

Wang, Ren Institute of Rock and Soil Mechanics, The Chinese Academy of 
Sciences 

Wang, Weidong East China architectural design & research institute co. Ltd. 

Xie, Yongli ChangôAn University 

Ye, Yangsheng China Academy of Railway Sciences 

Zheng, Gang Tianjin University 

Standing Director of CISMGE 

Cai, Yuanqiang Wenzhou University 

Cai, Zhengyin  Nanjing Hydraulic Research Institute 

Chen, Yunmin         Zhejiang University 

Chen, Zhenghan   Logistical Engineering University 

Hou, Weisheng Fujian Academy of Building Research 

Liu, Songyu   Southeast University 

Song, Erxiang  Tsinghua University 

Wang, Lanmin   Lanzhou Institute of Seismology, China Earthquake Administration 

Wen,Yanfeng   China Institute of Water Resources & Hydropower Research 

Yang, Guanghua      Guangdong Institute of Water Resources & Hydropower Research 

Yao, Yangping  Beihang University 

Zhang, Hongru  Beijing Jiaotong University 

Zhao, Minghua   Hunan University 

Secretary General of CISMGE 

Zhang, Jianhong Tsinghua University 

9  CONFERENCE VENUES  

The Conference will be held in the 2010 Shanghai Expo Center (Fig.17). The 

venue enjoys a superior geographical position, easily accessible to hotels nearby 

and from all parts of the city with modern transportation links. It offers a 2600-seat 

conference hall, several multi-functional halls and 3000-seat banquet hall. In 
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addition, it also provides corresponding support functional areas such as medium 

and small scale meeting area, public dining hall, VIP reception area, and press 

conference area. 

 

Fig. 17  The 2010 Shanghai World Expo center - Conference Venue 

10  Exhibition and POSTER  SESSIONS  

An exhibition of instruments, equipment, software and publications in soil 

mechanics and geotechnical engineering will be held in conjunction with the 

conference. Booth spaces will be available for interested organizations (Fig.18).  

 

Fig. 18 Exhibition booth and poster session 

Poster sessions will also be held in conjunction with the conference. Booth 

spaces will be available for the interested organizations (Fig.18). An official 

inauguration of the poster sessions will be performed by CAC dignitaries.  

11  SOCIAL PROGRAMME  

A Welcome Reception of cocktail will be held on the first day and a banquet will be 
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provided on the third day. 

12  ACCOMPANYING PERSONS  

As a city with numerous tourist attractions, Shanghai offers a variety of options for 

accompanying persons programs. The Organizing Committee will work out an 

itinerary consisting of cultural relics and shows, meals, and shopping activities for 

the accompanying persons. (Fig. 19)  

 

Fig. 19 City tour in Shanghai 

13  ACCOMMODATION  

Attendees will be offered a variety of accommodation (Fig. 20), ranging from four- 

or five-star hotels, to ordinary hotels. These will be sited near the Conference 

venue, within walking distance or by short journey on public transport, or on 

specially arranged shuttle buses if necessary. 

 

 


